
 
2017 Forest Landowner Policy Empowerment Initiative 

FLA POLICY PRIORITIES 
The forestry sector in the United States has experienced extreme volatility, unprecedented 
challenges, and substantial change during the past two decades.  We are at a tipping point regarding 
policy related to tax reform, increasing wood markets and regulations that unnecessarily increases 
costs and hamper your ability to own and manage forests. To leverage the current political 
atmosphere in support of private forest landowners and the use of wood in U.S. markets, FLA has 
increased its commitment to public and government affairs work in the following areas. 
 
Protecting and Enhancing Timber Tax Provisions 
The timber tax provisions in the Internal Revenue Code are vital to the continuing viability of owning 
and managing productive U.S. timberland.  FLA is working not only to ensure they are maintained in 
tax reform efforts, but that they are not put on the chopping block and seen as a “special interest” 
tax break. 
 
As work on tax reform is taking shape both in the U.S. Congress and the Treasury Department, FLA is 
advocating to ensure tax reform embraces timber tax provisions that have long recognized the 
following overarching principles: 
 

1. Capital gains treatment for the harvest of timber or sales of standing trees. (Sections 1231(b)(2) 
and 631(a)&(b)); 
 

2. Deduction for the operating costs of forest management, including prevention measures (fire, pest 
and disease), thinning, post-establishment fertilization, interest, taxes, protection of wetlands, 
and forestry activities. (Sections 162 and 263A(c)(5)); 
 

3. Deduction up to or above $10,000 for the reforestation costs per stand, with the remainder 
amortized over 84 months. (Section 194). 

 
Full Repeal of the Estate Tax 
When President Trump unveiled his administrations tax reform plan, he made it clear that they fully 
intend to repeal the federal estate tax – a change FLA has been advocating for more than a decade.  
For years, the Forest Landowners Association has worked to help policymakers and White House 
administrations understand the challenges the federal estate tax creates for families that own forest 
assets. We continue to support this position and work with coalitions in support of full repeal of the 
Estate Tax. 
 



Strengthening Timber Markets 
U.S. Wood is Good. Buy American. 
The new Administration and congressional lawmakers have expressed a desire to pass and fund a 
massive infrastructure program. “Buy America” is the new motto for policymakers.  FLA is working to 
position U.S.-produced timber products are favored for taxpayer-funded project.  
 
Increased infrastructure spending in areas such as roads, bridges, airports, pipelines, water 
transportation, schools, and rail ultimately will result in increased consumption of wood products, 
which in turn will ripple through the wood products value chain. This means wood and paper mills 
(primary and secondary manufacturing) along with logging and landowners (resource development 
and extraction) will benefit as well. The infrastructure plan will also boost consumer incomes through 
the additional jobs created, stimulating wood product demand for consumer products such as 
housing and furniture. 
 
FLA is positioning private forest landowners and the entire supply value chain to be able demonstrate 
the economic impact sourcing wood from American producers creates.  To do so, we have 
commissioned a national and state-level economic impact study that details how a large 
infrastructure bill would generate economic benefits to the wood products value chain, its 
employees, and the broader economy. 
 
Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) 
FLA is focusing on the negotiations of a new Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) to ensure that 
subsidized Canadian imports do not undercut American producers. We commend the actions of 
President Trump and his Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross for advocating on behalf of the interest of 
the U.S. forest products supply chain including private forest landowners by forcing the Canadian 
government to the negotiation table to settle the Softwood Lumber Agreement.  
 
FLA’s position and work with the Administration is in line with the following: 
 Believes the Canadian federal and provincial governments have engaged in subsidizing 

softwood lumber production, and introducing those subsidized products into the U.S. market.  
 Believes these practices not only undermine the principles of free trade and cooperation 

between the two nations, but also seriously threaten the viability of the U.S. lumber industry 
and the holdings and investments of private forest landowners.  

 Supports efforts to end the practices of subsidy and dumping by the Canadian federal and 
provincial governments regarding softwood lumber.  

 Supports all remedial measures to protect the U.S. private forest landowner and the U.S. 
lumber industry from competing with subsidized products including, but not limited to, the 
imposition of countervailing and anti-dumping duties by the U.S. government. 

 
Regulatory Reform 
FLA is working with forest landowners in identifying regulations that unnecessarily increases costs 
and hamper your ability to own and manage forests. Encouraging meaningful regulatory reform 
legislation, FLA is also working with lawmakers and federal agencies on much-needed improvements 
to the rulemaking process by advocating regulatory reform measures that include: greater 
transparency, the use of sound science, greater sensitivity to costs and benefits, and accountability 
for agencies’ use of economic and scientific data.  
 



Empowering private forest landowners to have maximum impact 
on legislation and regulation 
 
The board of directors took swift action to increase FLA’s effectiveness in Washington, DC by 
approving increased resources to ensure success on behalf of forest landowners during this 
unprecedented political climate. 
 
FLA has hired the VogelHood Group to reinforce and sharpen our influence-dramatically improving 
the strategy we use to build and manage our relationships with all levels of government in 
Washington, DC, empowering private forest landowners to have maximum impact on legislation and 
regulation, all the while effectively using your resources wisely. 

"With a new administration focusing on a fundamentally deregulatory and reform-minded approach, 
we anticipate a lot of action out of Washington in the next two years. FLA has an amazing resource 
with its broad membership across the country. We want to leverage your grassroots so that we can 

affect change in a positive way for family forests across America." Alex Vogel 

ALEX VOGEL 
Alex started VogelHood in 2014 after a decade leading Mehlman Vogel Castagnetti, one of the most 
successful lobbying and government affairs firms in Washington, D.C.  Years of focus on the 
intersection of markets, data, and policy debates – honed sharp by years spent counseling Members 
of Congress, campaigns, corporations, and trade associations on effective strategies for overcoming 
and understanding challenges in Washington – led Vogel to creating data-driven models and research 
tools to help clients understand and better predict policy-maker decisions.  
 
Prior to founding his own firm, Alex served as Chief Counsel to Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, M.D. 
He was the architect of political and legislative strategy on tort reform, technology, 
telecommunications, asbestos reform, entertainment industry issues and campaign finance reform. 
As a Senate leadership staffer, Alex developed an intuitive understanding of both the process and 
practical operation of the Senate. 
 
Alex was also General Counsel for the National Republican Senatorial Committee (NRSC). During his 
tenure, the NRSC waged an unprecedented campaign that culminated in the historic recapture of the 
Senate majority by Republicans.  
 
Alex’s analysis and insights have made him a frequent contributor on Fox News, CNN, CNBC, MSNBC, 
and to the Washington Post. Alex is consistently recognized as one of the country’s “top lobbyists” by 
National Journal, CQ, The Hill and other publications.  
 
KRISTEN SMITH 
Kristin Smith is Managing Director of Public Policy at VogelHood Group, leading the design, 
development, and delivery of policy-focused solutions to clients. 
Previously, Kristin worked for over a decade on Capitol Hill, where she gained insight in all aspects of 



the policymaking process. She was Deputy Chief of Staff to Congressman Denny Rehberg (R-MT) 
during his tenure as Chairman of the House Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee, which is responsible for allocating more than $150 billion annually to 
federal agencies within its jurisdiction. She began her career working for the Senate Commerce 
Committee under the leadership of Senators Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and Conrad Burns (R-MT). 

She has a M.A. from George Washington’s Graduate School of Political Management, a M.A. from 
Georgetown’s Communications, Culture and Technology program, and a M.B.A. from New York 
University’s Stern School of Business. 

FLA Staff Leadership 
SCOTT JONES, CEO 
Scott brings a diverse background of forest land management, procurement, land ownership and 
advocacy at the state and national level to FLA.  With over 20 years of experience, and 14 years as the 
CEO of the Forest Landowners Association, Scott is well versed in advocating on issues of importance 
to private forest landowners that help them access markets and preserve property rights that will 
sustain the next generation of forest landowners. 

MELINDA GABLE, VICE PRESIDENT 
Melinda Gable has been entrenched in advancing natural resource issues on the political playing field 
for 25 years.  Gable is well regarded for taking ideas from conception to execution and the facilitation 
of bringing federal, private and NGO partners together to advance policy and achieve common goals. 
She has served as a legislative aide in U.S. House of Representatives, president of the Congressional 
Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF), Director of Strategic Initiatives for the Archery Trade Association, as 
well as providing strategic counsel to the Outdoor Channel, Field and Stream Magazine, Southern 
Group of State Foresters, Federal Forest Resource Coalition, Association of Consulting Foresters and 
The Land Report. 

Strategic Action Committee for the 2017 Policy Empowerment Initiative 
John M. Burlingame 
SVP, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
National Food & Agribusiness 
Charlotte, NC 

Robert Crosby 
President 
Crosby Land Resources 
New Orleans, LA 

Derek Dougherty 
CEO  
Dougherty & Dougherty Forestry Services 
Athens, GA  

Wade Hall 
President and CEO 
Stucky Timberland 
Eastman, GA 

Will Hodges 
Family Forest Landowner 
Durham, NC 

Barrett McCall 
President 
Larson & McGowin 
Mobile, AL 

John Pait 
Vice President 
ArborGen, Inc. 
Atlanta, GA 

Scott Rowland 
President 
Neill Forestry 
Consultants Magnolia, AR 



Supporting the 2017 Forest Landowner Policy Empowerment Initiative is an 
investment in the future of private forests 

We are seeking support from various sources to achieve our 2017 budget of $350,000. We can reach 
our program budget goal in a variety of ways.  By pulling together, the private forest landowners 
stakeholder community can have a greater impact on legislative and policy success resulting in a 
lasting impact on the economic viability of your forest business. 

FLA’s 2017 Policy, Research and Outreach Budget 
Contract with VogelHood Group $150,000 
Research to expand markets for US Wood $ 55,000 
Endangered Species Listing Process/Reform $ 40,000 
Messaging and Outreach $ 30,000 
FLA Staff $ 75,000 
Projected 2017 FLA Policy Investment $350,000 

To support FLA’s policy efforts, please contact: 
Melinda Gable, VP of Initiatives 
mgable@forestlandowners.com or 202-302-4794
Or the FLA office at 404-325-2954 

mailto:sjones@forestlandowners.com

	2017 Forest Landowner Policy Empowerment Initiative
	FLA POLICY PRIORITIES
	Empowering private forest landowners to have maximum impact on legislation and regulation
	FLA Staff Leadership
	Strategic Action Committee for the 2017 Policy Empowerment Initiative

	Supporting the 2017 Forest Landowner Policy Empowerment Initiative is an investment in the future of private forests

