
SNAPSHOT
FLA’s Recent Legislative Activities
U.S./Canadian Lumber Agreement
The Forest Landowners Association (FLA) along with the Carpenters Industrial
Council, the Intermountain Forest Association, and the Northeastern and
Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Associations joined with the Coalition for
Fair Lumber Imports to ensure that the United States Trade Representative, Ron
Kirk, enforces the U.S./Canada Softwood Lumber Trade Agreement, to which
Canada and its timber-producing provinces are not complying. 

FLAME Act
The FLAME Act, which changes the Forest Service’s budget to create a separate
wildfire fund, was passed by the house at the end of March. FLA worked with the
National Association of State Foresters and other forestry organizations to make
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ISSUE CENTRAL
Biomass Definition
In March of this year, Representative
Stephanie Herseth-Sandlin (D–SD) re-
introduced her bill H.R. 1190 (former-
ly H.R. 5236) to fix a flawed biomass
definition. The bill will change the
restrictive biomass definition in the
2007 Energy Bill to include all wood
from all private forestland to be used
to make fuel. S. 636, a joint bill in the
Senate was also introduced by Senators
Thune, Tester, and Chambliss. 

FLA is continuing to work to get
additional co-sponsors of this bill.
Fixing this flawed biomass definition
will go a long way to opening a poten-
tial new market for landowners in the
form of wood to fuel and will also aid
in future negotiations involving wood
for energy as this definition continues
to be a starting point in negotiations
and with the adoption of regional,
state, and local energy plans. 

Contact your U.S. Representative
and U.S. Senators and ask them to
cosponsor H.R. 1190 and S. 636. Tell
your elected officials that all of
America’s private forestland needs to
be fairly included in America’s new
energy solutions.

The following is a map showing all closed saw and paper mills across the
United States. This map highlights the difficulty many private forest
landowners currently have selling their wood because in many instances
there are no longer viable mills in their area.
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sure catastrophic wildfires can contin-
ue to be fought while maintaining
funding for other critical forest service
programs, like wildfire prevention.
FLA is involved in this issue because
some FLA members, particularly in the
West, have been victim of wildfire from
adjacent unthinned federal land burn-
ing their managed forestland. 
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YOUR ASSOCIATION
Legislative Fly-In
The Forest Landowners Association (FLA) hosted its 2009 Spring Legislative Fly-
In for members and allies Monday, March 30, in Washington, DC. Over 20 FLA
members and allies meet with over 30 members of Congress and staff to discuss
renewable energy, clean water regulation, estate tax, and U.S./Canadian Lumber
Agreement enforcement. This event is a highly effective way for FLA to put faces
and stories to the issues for which we lobby Congress every day. 

FLA will again be hosting an important member Fly-In in October. All FLA
members and allies are encouraged to participate. For more information please
contact Brendan Davis at (800) 325-2954. �

DID YOU KNOW...

The 2009 Economic Stimulation legislation includes a 30 percent (up to $1,500) 

consumer tax credit in 2009 and 2010 for the purchase of a 75 percent efficient 

biomass-burning stove.
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