
Derek Dougherty of Southern Pines,
North Carolina, is a graduate of the
University of Georgia, where he earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Forest
Resources (BSFR). He began his career
in forestry as the District Manager for
James Vardaman & Co. Inc. in
Lumberton, North Carolina. Since
September of 1995, he has served as
President of Dougherty & Dougherty
Forestry Services, Inc. Derek is an
accomplished author of articles on
wildlife and timber management. He
and his wife, Julie, have two children:
Beth-Ann (6), and Landon (4).

Barry Goldfarb of Raleigh, North
Carolina, earned his BS in Biology from
Southern Oregon State College, his MS
in Botany and Plant Pathology, and PhD
in Forest Science from Oregon State
University. He has taught at North
Carolina State University in Raleigh
since 1993, and in 2004 became head of
the Forestry Department there. He is a
published author of numerous research
pieces, and has served on the Executive
Committee of the National Association
of University Forest Resources
Programs, and as Chair of its
International Programs. 

Dr. Walt McPhail of Mauldin, South
Carolina, was named South Carolina
Tree Farmer of the Year for 2001. He
owns and operates a 1,025 acre tree farm
in Anderson County in the town of

Belton, and is a
widely respect-
ed veterinarian
who was named
South Carolina’s
Veterinarian of
the Year for 2000. 

His love of
nature and
appreciation of
the environment

were strongly established at childhood.
Dr. McPhail was taught the importance
of conservation by his father, a district
conservationist for the United States
Department of Agriculture, and by his
mother, an avid gardener and flower
show judge. 

Dr. McPhail’s wife, Barbara, and their
two children perform a multitude of
tasks on the farm including tree mark-
ing, contacting buyers, sales, follow-up
on cutting, and marking property lines,

selecting herbicides and tree planting
contractors, construction of waterbars,
and seeding roadbeds. 

Dr. McPhail was instrumental in
forming the Anderson County Forest
Landowners Association and has twice
served as president of the group. He has
also been site coordinator for the Master
Tree Farmer program in Greenville, has
used his forestland for Master Tree
Farmer tours, and has assisted forestry
students in management plan courses.

John Ross of Savannah, Tennessee,
received his BA from Vanderbilt

University and
his JD from
Northwestern
U n i v e r s i t y
School of Law
and has been in
private practice
as a lawyer
since 1972. Ross

manages 7,500 acres of land, and in
2003, was named Tennessee Tree Farmer
of the Year. He and his wife, Harriet,
have two daughters.
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New Forest Landowners Association Board Members

T he Forest Landowners Association has added six new mem-

bers to its Board of Directors. These new members are serving

a two-year term, which began at the 65th Annual Forest

Landowners Conference in San Antonio, Texas, April 25–28, 2006.

We welcome them to the Board and look forward to the contribu-

tions they are sure to make to FLA.



Joseph E. Thomas of Vanceboro, North
Carolina, is a 1982 Graduate of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill School of
B u s i n e s s ,
E x e c u t i v e
Program. He
worked for
Weyerhaeuser
Company for 26
years, where his
last position was
Senior Vice-

President/Eastern Region Manager. He
now runs Thomas Farms. Thomas also
has participated in a variety of civic
activities, including mayor of
Vanceboro, North Carolina, a member of
the North Carolina General Assembly,
and member of the University of North
Carolina Board of Governors. He has
been married to the former Linda
Morris since 1963, has four children and
six grandchildren. 

Guy Vise, III, of Madison, Mississippi,
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Natural
Resources from the University of the

South, then two
M a s t e r ’ s
degrees: one in
Forest Resource
M a n a g e m e n t
from Duke
University, and
the other in
B u s i n e s s

Administration from Southern
Methodist University. Guy’s studies cul-
minated in the attainment of a PhD in
Forest Business Management from the
University of Georgia in 1998. He start-
ed out working for Dick Molpus in
Philadelphia, Mississippi, as part of a
team specially designed to value, for bid
purposes, one-half million acres. Guy
followed his successes there with a vari-
ety of consulting projects from working
as a field forester, to a strategy consult-
ant, to a timber sales agent, to an invest-
ment consultant. Today, he is a timber-
land owner, manager, and financier.
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